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Birding tour in Uganda (for ‘old hand birders’) 

Covers Mamba wetland, Mabira forest, Lake Mburo National Park, Bwindi Impenetrable forest, 

Queen Elizabeth National Park, Mount Rwenzori National Park, Semliki National Park, Kibale 

National Park, Murchison Falls National Park including Budongo Forest extension, Lake Opeta 

for Uganda’s only endemic Fox’s Weaver, and an extension to the Karamoja Region. 

Overview  

Among the reasons why Uganda is rated among the best birding destinations in the entire 

world is primarily because of its richness in the different habitats. There is a variety of bird 

species corresponding to these habitats. The species inhabit an exquisite patchwork of 

habitats including lush tropical rainforest, East African savannah, gardens, woodlands, lakes 

and wetlands, and mountain vegetation. This itinerary provides a thorough explore of most 

the important bird areas in Uganda, specially tailored to what one may term as “hard-core 

birding”. It is ideal for twitchers. There is a variety of other species of birds we are likely to 

encounter on top of the target species indicated in the itinerary. Uganda Eco Tours will make 

sure that this tour is guided by one of the best bird guides in Uganda. 

Itinerary 

Day 1 Day of arrival and optional birding in Mabamba Wetland. 

Located along the papyrus fringed Lake Victoria, Mabamba bay is one of the 

reliable sites in the entire Africa to spot the peculiar Shoebill. 
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About one-third of Uganda is covered with fresh water rivers, lakes and 

swamps, including Lake Victoria. Birding at the bay is done on a hand-peddled 

canoe through meandering hand-paved channels and lagoons in the marsh. 

Birds throng along the floating mud and marshy vegetation including the 

water lilies. African Jacana, Black Crake, and African Snipe are more likely to 

occupy these areas. 

Target Species here include: Madagascar Pond Heron, blue swallow, shoebill 

stork, pygmy goose, Allen’s Gallinule, papyrus gonolek, Lesser Moorhen, yellow-

crowned bishop, and lesser jacana. 

Day 2 All day birding in Mabira forest. 

This is the biggest and the only remaining tropical rainforest in central Uganda 

providing a prime birding area. It is located 54km along Kampala - Jinja 

highway. The road to this beautiful forest winds its way through scenic areas 

of sugar cane and tea plantations. The forest supports over 300 bird species 

many of which are difficult to see elsewhere in Uganda; some of which are 

Guinea-Congo forest biome species. An excellent Trail System allows access to 

both undisturbed primary and good secondary forest. One of Mabira’s 

strengths lies in the large number of birds which may be seen from the 

visitor’s centre. Flowering trees in the clearing attract a variety of sunbirds 

such as green, Little Olive, Blue throated brown, Green throated, olive bellied 

and superb sunbirds. Other forest edge species her include speckle –breasted 

woodpecker, Black-throated Apalis, African blue Flycatcher and Grey-crowned 

Negrofinch. Forest Robin, Snowy-headed Robin-Chat, Grey-capped warbler, 

Black-and-white Flycatcher, Dusky Tit and common Wattle Eye occur around 

the campsite, while Buff-spotted Flufftail and African wood owl may be heard 

in the evenings. Nahan’s francolin, Cassin’s hawk eagle, Green-tailed bristle 

bill, Grey longbill, Leaf love, Paradise flycatcher, Sooty boubou, Purple-

throated cuckoo shrike are among the specials here. 
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Targets: Leaf Love, capuchin Babbler. Nahan’s Francolin, White-spotted Flufftail 

Day 3  Travel to Lake Mburo 

This is the smallest of all the savanna parks in Uganda containing an extensive 

area of marsh with open water. The landscape is sculptured with undulating 

rocky and grassy hills; a varied mosaic of habitats, forest galleries, bush 

thickets, seasonal and permanent swamps and rich acacia wooded valleys that 

all support an affluence of wildlife ranging from ungulates, primates, cats to 

avifauna. Impalas, Zebra, elephant, buffalo, Topi, eland, lion, waterbuck, and 

bushbuck are among the animals found here. The birds include Crested 

Francolin, Emerald-spotted Wood Dove, Brown Parrot, Bare-faced Go-away 

bird, Red-necked Spurfowl, Black-billed Barbet, Green Wood-hoopoe, Blue-

napped Mousebird, Lilac-breasted Roller, African grey Hornbill, Nubian 

Woodpecker, Trilling Cisticola. Coqui Francolin, Black-bellied Bustard, 

Temminck’s Courser, African Wattled Plover, Rufous-napped and Flappet 

larks, Rufous-chested Swallow ,Yellow-throated Longclaw, Southern Red 

Bishop etc. 

Day 4 All day in Lake Mburo. Targets: Red-faced Barbet, Bronze-winged courser, 

brown-chested lapwing, dwarf bittern, swamp nightjar, thick-billed cuckoo, 

white-backed night heron, African finfoot, and tabora cisticola. 

Day 5  Transfer to Bwindi – Buhoma 

Located in the Greater Virunga Landscape along the borders of Uganda, 

Rwanda, and Democratic Republic of Congo, Bwindi Impenetrable National 

Park is a UNESCO’s world heritage site and is one of a group of protected 

areas that provide refuge to mountain gorillas. It is also famed for hosting 

over 90% of the albertine rift endemic species of birds. With an expert 

Ugandan bird guide, one doesn’t even require a playback to attract the birds 

to the closest distance for easy viewing. 
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Day 6 Birding in the forest for a full day. Highlights: African Broadbill, shelley’s 

Crimsonwing, dusky long-tailed cuckoo, yellow-footed flycatcher, purple-

breasted sunbird, Kivu ground thrush, short-tailed warbler 

Day 7 Birding to Ruhija through the neck. Highlight: Lagden’s Bush-shrike, shelley’s 

Crimsonwing, dusky crimsonwing, dwarf honeyguide, oberlaender’s ground 

thrush, and purple-breasted sunbird. 

Day 8 Birding to the Mubwindi Swamp. This is characterized by a rather long and 

challenging hike, yet very productive, and takes the whole day. Specials: Kivu 

ground thrush, oberlaender’s ground thrush, papyrus yellow warbler, African 

green-broadbill, gruaer’s rush warbler, and Yellow-streaked greenbul. 

Day 9 Transfer to Queen Elizabeth National Park 

This is a magnificent national park, and is the most diverse national nature 

reserve in African in term of habitats. Quite simply, this fertile equatorial area 

is especially scenic, with lakes Edward and George connected by a channel 

overlooking a high peninsula. There are numerous explosion craters, grassy 

plains, acacia woodland and tropical rain forest. As a result it has one of the 

highest biodiversity ratings in the world. 

Highlights: Beaudouin’s snake-eagle (ishasha sector), broad-tailed paradise 

whydah, collared palm-thrush, semi-collared flycatcher, wahlberg’s honeyguide, 

etc 

Day 10 Birding from the Peninsular through the Kasenyi trail up to Lake Kikorongo. 

Likely encounters, despite the birds, are lion, elephant, leopard buffalo, 

bushbuck and kobs. Today’s highlights include Caspian Plover, speckle-breasted 

woodpecker, Blue Quail, fan-tailed grassbird, and short-tailed pipit.  

Day 11 Birding Maramagambo forest in the morning and birding to the Kyambura 

gorge in the afternoon.  
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Maramagambo Forest is an extensive, lush tropical rainforest which is part of 

Queen Elizabeth National Park. The word Maramagambo is in the local 

language and it literary means 'outrageous for words'. This is based on a local 

legend where long time ago some poachers got lost in the vast forest and 

spent days before resurfacing. When they returned they could not speak for a 

long time because of their exhaustion. This forest is famous for its numerous 

butterflies, birds and primates including the chimps. Along one of the forest 

trails, there is a miraculous blue lake, a bat cave – containing hundreds of fruit 

bats and an old rock python at the crevice of the cave which feasts on the 

bats.  

Targets: Lowland akalat, Madagascar lesser cuckoo, striped crake, yellow-bellied 

wattle-eye, narina trogon, blue-breasted kingfisher, black bee-eater, and red-

tailed anti-thrush. 

Day 12 Morning boat trip on the Kazinga Channel and a tour to Lake Munyanyange in 

the evening. 

The Kazinga Channel is a long narrow neck of water connecting lakes George 

and Edward. From the observation deck of you Launch, you will have a more 

relaxed and luxurious game and bird viewing. The banks of the channel attract 

large congregations of hippo, buffalo, elephant, giant forest hog, crocodiles 

numerous resident and migratory water birds etc Highlights: Madagascar pond 

heron, Caspian plover 

Day 13 All day birding the Rwenzoris. 

Rwenzori Mountains National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site located in 

southwestern Uganda on the east side of the western (Albertine) African rift 

valley. It lies along Uganda's border with the Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC) and borders the DRC's Virunga National Park. The park has Africa's third 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
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highest mountain peak and many waterfalls, a high diversity of beautiful plant 

life, lakes, rivers, and glaciers all with outstanding beauty. 

The park has many species that are endemic to the Albertine Rift system, and 

there are several endangered species in the park. The park is noted for its 

botany, which has been described as some of the most beautiful in the world. 

There are five distinct vegetation zones in the park, which change according 

to changes in altitude. The park has over 200 species of birds, over 100 species 

of butterfly, and 10 primate species.  

Highlights: Dusky-crested flycatcher, African long-eared owl, dwarf honeyguide, 

Bamboo warbler, chestnut flanked sparrow-hawk, prigogine’s sunbird, and 

Rwenzori Turaco. 

Day 14 Birding to Semliki National Park 

Situated in a remote corner of southwestern Uganda, Semliki National Park is 

where the Congo forest biome species and a large number of predominantly 

Central African species rich their eastern limits. This is a relatively lowland 

forest and is amongst the richest forest birding destinations in the entire 

African continent. Birds such as Congo Serpent Eagle, Long-tailed Hawk, 

Nkulengu Rail, Black-wattled Hornbill and Lyre-tailed Honey guide etc are 

found here. Birding on the way to semliki has also been regarded quiet a 

rewarding experience. 

Day 15 All day in Semliki: Highlights: Crested Malimbe, capuchin babbler, zenker’s 

honeyguide, chestnut-bellied helmet-shrike, Bate’s nightjar, red-eyed puffback, 

hartlaub’s duck, yellow-throated nicator, Xavier greenbul, swamp palm 

greenbul, chestnut owlet, eastern-beareded greenbul, fiery-breasted bushshrike, 

forbe’s plover, gabon woodpecker, grant’s bluebill, grauer’s cuckoo-shrike, long-

tailed hawk, orange-tufted sunbird, pale-fronted negrofinch, red-bellied 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waterfall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primate
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malimbe, Sassi’s olive greenbul, dusky nightjar, spotted honeyguide, white-

crested hornbill, African peculet, and white-bellied kingfisher. 

Day 16 Another day birding in the park towards the hot springs and in the Toro-

Semliki wildlife reserve. 

Day 17 Birding to Kibale National park. Birding on the main road and later in the 

afternoon, bird to Bigodi wetland. 

Located in western Uganda, Kibale National Park protects a large area of 

moist evergreen and semi-deciduous rain forest. The park is popular for its 

population of habituated chimpanzees and 12 other species of primates. Some 

of the primates include several species of Central African monkey the 

Mangabey, the Red Colobus , and the beautiful L'Hoest's Monkey. Bird life is 

also prolific, particularly noisy hornbills, two species of pittas (African and 

Green-breasted) and African Grey Parrots. 

Day 18 All day in Kibale national park. Highlight: African Pitta, Abyssinian ground 

thrush, Red-winged francolin, Black-eared ground thrush, Red-faced 

crimsonwing, grey-headed oliveback, speckle-breasted woodpecker, white-nape 

pigeon, black-bellied seed cracker, and white-collared oliveback. 

Day 19 Transfer to Budongo; birding in Busingiro upon arrival. 

This central forest reserve is Uganda's biggest Forest Reserve and contains a 

mixture of tropical high forest with a large population of mahoganies and 

savanna grasslands and woodland,  

It is of exceptional biodiversity importance, ranking 3rd (after bwindi and 

Kibale) in overall importance in the country; 465 tree species, over 366 bird 

species, 289 butterfly species and 130 species of large moth have recorded. 

The forest also contains what is likely to be the largest population of wild 

chimpanzees in Uganda, estimated at between 600 and 800 individuals. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hornbill
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Birding in the forest especially along the famous royal mile has been regarded 

by many scholars as the most rewarding. 

Highlights: Tit Hylia, grey-headed oliveback 

Day 20 Birding the royal mile. Specialties here include: Xavier’s greenbul, Madagascar 

lesser cuckoo, Black-shouldered nightjar, Nahan’ Francolin, Puvel’s Illadopsis, 

crested francolin, chocolate-backed kingfisher, chestnut-capped flycatcher, and 

ituri Batis,  

Day 21 Transfer to Murchison falls while birding on the way. 

Murchison Falls National park, the largest national park in Uganda lies in north 

western Uganda, spreading inland from the shore of Lake Albert around the 

Victoria Nile. It is named for the gigantic Murchison waterfall, discovered by 

the then president of the Royal Geographical Society - Sir Roderick Impey 

Murchison. Murchison is Uganda's only National Park which has all the "big 

five". Buffalos, elephants, lions, leopards are best seen in the northern part 

(above the Nile). Rhinos were sadly extinguished but are now being bred 

again in the Ziwa rhino sanctuary south of the park. 

Highlights: Speckle-breasted woodpecker, standard-winged nightjar, bronze-

tailed glossy starling, dusky babbler, pennant-winged nightjar, white-crested 

turaco, white-crested helmetshrike, and yellow-bellied hyliota,  

Day 22 Birding to the delta. Highlights: Brown-rumped bunting, Heuglin’s masked 

weaver, black-backed cisiticola, orange-winged pytilia, parasitic weaver, and 

ring-necked francolin. 

Day 23 Morning Launch cruise to the delta and afternoon birding to the top of the 

falls. Birding to the delta may produce the sought-after-bird, the peculiar 

Shoebill stork and many other water birds.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uganda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Albert_%28Africa%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waterfall
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Highlights: Brown-rumped Bunting, red-necked francolin, dwarf bittern, emin’s 

shrike, heuglin’s wheatear, red-winged pytilia, rufous-rumped lark, and white-

breasted cuckoo-shrike. 

Day 24 Transfer to Kidepo Valley National Park 

The northeastern part of Uganda, along the Sudanese border, is drier, with 

grasslands inhabited by giraffes and cheetahs as well as traditional pastoral 

people. Due to the long hostility behaviour of the inhabitants, the area has not 

been accessed by most travelers in Uganda until of recent. This is the only 

park in Uganda where one can hardly meet more than three tourist vehicles 

on a game drive. The wildlife here is abundant and unique to the rest of the 

country due to the change in the habitat characteristics not well represented 

elsewhere in the country. It is of recent that the park has been opened for 

tourists after the successful disarmament exercise done by the Uganda 

people’s defense forces. The area has been declared safe and a lot of 

sensitization has been done to harmonise the situation. Any visitor, who 

strolls in the vast arid savanna plains of Kidepo valley national park, is taken 

back to wildlife occurrences about a century ago before the engrossing ruins 

of mankind activities! 

Day 25 Whole day birding in the park. Restricted range species here include: 

Abyssinian nightjar, brown-rumped bunting, Quail plover, Black-breasted barbet, 

karamoja apalis, black-faced firefinch, brown-backed woodpecker, clapperton’s 

francolin, emin’s shrike, heuglin’s wheatear, jameson’s firefinch, orange-winged 

pytilia, red-winged pytilia, ring-necked francolin, swallow-tailed kite, three-

streaked tchagra, and  Kori bustard 

Day 26 Whole day birding in the park through the Piane Upe game reserve 

Located south most of the Karamoja area, the reserve is flat open grassland 

scattered with occasional small rocky kopjes. Much of the plains are subject to 
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seasonal water logging, although the only (mostly) permanent water course 

in the area is the Greek River which forms the southern boundary and flows 

into Lake Opeta to the west. The plains are overlooked by the high isolated 

volcanic outcrops of Napak and Kadam to the north and east, which are still 

largely forested. Most of the species found here are partly representations of 

the Kidepo Valley National Reserve. 

Day 27 Transfer and bird Lake Opeta in eastern Uganda. 

The area around Lake Opeta is very flat and harbours many swamps than any 

other area in Uganda. These swamps are known to offer good sightings for 

the shoebill storks, the national bird (the crested crane), the wattled crane, 

and Uganda’ only Endemic, the Fox’s Weaver. Birding is done on a hand-

peddled canoe. 

Highlight: Fox’s Weaver, allen’s gallinule. 

Day 28 Drive back to Kampala; end of tour and departure 

 

Email us for a more comprehensive tour package with details of accommodation. 

 

 

http://ecouganda.com/contact-us.html

